66
The Raja of Satara, who was already
aware of the fame of Malcolm, took an
early opportunity of sending his message
of greetings and welcome to the new
Governor, through his Resident, Lt.-CoL
Ro'bertson, and cordially invited him to
Mahabaleshwar. It was a happy thing that
the Raja had found in the new Resident
a kind and generous friend, who possessed
fine manners and an obliging disposition..
He too was favourably impressed with the
climate of Mahabaleshwar, and displayed
similar interest and zeal in establishing
a sanitarium there. It is noted in the Raja's
diary that "he (the Resident) had an inter-
view with His Excellency the Governor on
22nd December 1827, in which the latter
made enquiries about the climate of Maha-
baleshwar, and expressed a wish to visit the
place and also see the Raja. The Raja was
extremely pleased to learn of it."
The most noteworthy event in the
annals of Mahabaleshwar is the first visit
of the Governor of Bombay, which took
place in May 1828. Sir John Malcolm with
Dr. Williamson embarked from the new
bunder of Bombay on the 2/th April 1828,
and arrived at Mahabaleshwar via Bankote
and Mahad. Raja Pratap Sing of Satara
and his Resident, Lt.-Col. Robertson, had.